
 

Spark School Group Tours to Spain—Testimonial 

“The beauty of using Spark Spanish for a school trip is that pupils see 

the “real” Spain. El Puerto de Santa María is a traditional, unspoilt 

Andalusian town yet it is still vibrant and exciting with lots going on. 

You are highly unlikely to come across any other English tourists! 

For us, using Spark means that we get a lot of logistical support from 

the school. They meet us at the airport, chaperone us on tours and 

also stay with us in the residence above the school to ensure the trip 

runs smoothly. This also creates a lovely “family” feel as the Spanish 

chaperone is like a big sister or brother to the girls, and it is great to 

expose them to Spanish as they insist on speaking Spanish to the 

pupils. The Spanish housekeeper who is also on site during the day 

is also very much part of the “family”, adding to the warm and friendly 

community. 

The programme of events and trips run is excellent, Spark will tailor 

trips and activities to your needs and I have to say that the efficiency 

and organization of Doug and Inge is really appreciated. The accom-

modation and facilities are of a high standard and the teaching is very 

good; pupils always come away from lessons having learnt and more 

confident in their Spanish. Using Spark will definite-

ly take the pressure of you as a teacher. When par-

ents ask me where they can send their daughters 

to improve their Spanish I always recommend the 

Spark homestay programme and our pupils have 

always been well looked-after when they have 

gone independently.”  

 

(Rachael Pike—Head of Modern Foreign Languages at    

Headington School, Oxford) 

Headington School,  
Oxford, UK 
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“Having taken several school groups to El Puerto de Santa María 

to take part in homestays organised by Spark, I can recommend 

this language school wholeheartedly. Not only are the lessons tai-

lored to meet our exact needs and taught by enthusiastic and dedi-

cated staff but also the whole experience is put together with a 

personal touch and real attention to detail. Spark makes the orga-

nisation of the trip easy from start to finish, as queries are quickly 

answered and the staff go out of their way to ensure all our re-

quests are met. The programme of excursions and activities is ex-

citing and there is always something new on offer. Finally, the fa-

milies generally make our students feel so welcome and, on the 

rare occasion that someone isn’t happy, Spark is prompt, thorough 

and tactful in dealing with it. Our pupils always come back having 

learnt and experienced so much and 

feel more motivated in their study of 

Spanish. Indeed, everyone at the 

school is so friendly that we are 

always sad to leave and many pupils 

go back the following year! ¡Viva 

Spark!”  

 

(Mair Forde—Head of Spanish at King’s High, Warwick) 

King’s High,  
Warwick, UK 
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“I would like to express how much I have 

enjoyed my stay at Spark. As a non-

Language teacher I have still found loads 

to show and explain to the students the 

connections between Language and cul-

ture. !”  

 

Gary McDonagh—Teacher at Rushden Community College 

 

 

“The trip was really well organised. Frien-

dly staff, great accommodation. I surpas-

sed my expectations :)”  The residence 

was really clean and comfortable and the 

chaperone was LOVELY—really friendly 

and encouraged the students :) Next time 

we’ll come for longer!  

 

Samantha Murrell—Head of Modern Foreign Languages at Rushden 

Community College 

Rushden 
Community College, 
Rushden, UK 
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“This was our first venture to Spain with Year 6 and the trip 

was perfect from start to finish. The staff at Spark cannot 

be faulted for their friendliness, enthusiasm and dedication 

to giving the pupils a wonderful experience. The children 

enjoyed an outstanding programme of activities during their 

stay which, not only enabled them to practise and improve 

their Spanish, but also to become familiar with Spanish cul-

ture and some of the traditions of Spain. We travelled in 

May and our pupils were still talking 

about the trip in July, with many citing 

the trip to Spark as the highlight of 

their year. I cannot recommend Spark 

Spanish highly enough. We have al-

ready booked again for 2016 and I 

am looking forward to seeing our 

friends at Spark again!” 
 

(Helen Chalmers—Principal at Danesfiled Manor, Greater London) 

Danesfield Manor,  
Walton-on-
Thames, UK 
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“Good visits and activities in both Madrid and Puerto; 

good classes – managed to meet the 

needs of two different levels of class and 

different levels of students in each class. 

Good organization + staff very helpful and 

reliably, did what they promised. ” 

 

Stephen Horrocks—Teacher of Spanish and French at 

Merchiston Castle 

 

“Spark went over and above with regards to the organi-

sation and delivery of trips / events etc. 

We were extremely well looked after at all 

times + host families were also excellent. 

(…) Fantastic week – it’s been absolutely 

brilliant. Thank you for everything! We’ll 

be back!”  

 

Merchiston Castle, 
Edinburgh, UK 
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“Thank you for accommodating us so well at such short notice. 

We had a wonderful time!”  

 

Nicola Moulton—Head of Spanish at Wymondham 

High, Wymondham 

 

“Thank you so much for an excellent trip—all the students have 

really enjoyed themselves and benefitted from 

being here and Nicola and I have really enjo-

yed ourselves too. It has really improved stu-

dents’ listening skills and they are all more 

confident in speaking. Exposure to Spanish in 

real-life contexts has been really beneficial to 

all of them. ¡¡Gracias a todos!!!”  

 

Rachel Phoenix—Teacher of Spanish at Wymondham High, Wy-

mondham 

Wymondham High, 
Norwich, UK 


